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THE OPERATIONS OF THE MACHINE GUN PLATOON, COMPANY “B",
FIRST BATTALION, TWENIY-NINTH REGIMENT(SIXTH MARINE
DIVISION), AT OKINAWA, RYUKYUS ISLANDS, 1-18 APRIL, 1945,
(RYUKYUS CAMPATGN)(PERSONAL EXPERIENCES OF THE MACHINE
GUN PLATOON LEADER)
- _ INTRODUCTION
The war in the Pacifis Theater, from the first vietory on Guadaloanal
until the batitle for the 'Philippine Islands, had progressed favorably for
the United States iroops engaged therein. The huge squeeze movemsnt, which
sbarted in the Bolomon Islands, had resulted in slowly but surely pushing
the Jépanéae off the various island groupes, These, the Japs had, for the
main part, o.ocupied by foroe of conquests By March, the squeeze had embra-
eed all the major 'groups excapting the Ryukyus, Formosa, and the Japanese
Islands themselves, '
In view of this fact, it wae then decided,ihy higher headquerters,
that the time wae ripe to start another campalgn wbilizing the joint ard

combined forces of the Army, Navy, Marine-cofps, and Coast Guard. Unknown-

e YRk iRl s N

to Phbse who__\}ul‘timatelyf\(‘fough'i\; this decision( at leatt the major percentsge
of -bhenj;} d;glnawa-shima_-in the Ryukyus Group, juet south of the main islands
of Japan, was selected as the target, (1)

The Tanth Army was 'bhe. unit selecte_d for this operation, The Third
Amphibious Corps was the Marine Corps componet of the ?Iagi";iné;hﬁfg, it being
made up of the First, Second, and Sixth, Marine Divieions, Pionser, Engineer,
Artiilery and other supporting units, Some twelve~hundred ships of the Navy
and Coast Guard, "the largest war floet that ever sailed" (2), was to support
the landing of the Tenth Anﬁy.l _ _ |

Gomsisting of the Pourth, Twenty-Second, Twenty~Nimth Regiments, and
gupporting arms and parvices, the Sixth Yarine Divisio:n was formed on the Island
 of Guadaleanal, Solomon Ialands,. in September 1944, (3) Both the 4’;11 and 22nd |
Regiments were o"ozﬁbe:b experionced and the First Battalion of the 29th had dis- | ‘
tinguished itself in the \bitter figh'E ihg on 8aipan, where it was a.ttachad ﬁs a
| (1) A~2, p. 3783 (2) A-1, pe 455 (3) A=1y ps 1. | .
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part of the First.Prwiaionai Marine Brigade, The Battalion was engaged in
the fierce fighting for the stretegic landmark, Mo,urr'b Tapotohau, which was
' 'E;a_];en only after heavy los_!sex t0 those engaged in its oapture. (3) The two
other battalions of the 29th, were hand picked, well trained, and spirited
personnel, _

It was amidst the settings of the firet viectories of World War II that
~the staging area was set for the continvance of the re_larrble_ss attack on the
Jepansse Empire. There 00, the Siﬁtth Marins Diviasion trainéd, worked,stud=
- led, and finally became the well soordinated fighting machine which was to
essault the Jape on the island of C(kinewa, in the Ryukyus group, Bub, it was
not until the troops were well aboard their ships and the Sixth had sailed
frqn.-"The Canal", on Mareh 15, 1945, that ali hande were informed that the |
destination was to be Okinawa. The utmost secrecy had surrounded the entirs
| training period so as to obtain the maximum surprise effect. Many of the men
had speculated on the neﬁ target. Some pugpested Formosa, cthers thought thé
northern Philippines, while the more pessimistic verntured the suggestion that
| the main iélanda of Japan might be the new operational area. (4).

| 50y on March 15, 1945, embarked aboarﬁ all types of modern, co:ﬁba-b, BeA=
orafty the Division ealled from Guadadicaral., The 2%th Marine Regiment was
 pombat loé.ded aboard APA's ( Aéaault Personnel Traneporte ), while the other
oxcess supplies to be used for the dorrtinuous support ware stowed aboard AKA's .
( aessult cafgo Ships )« (5)

Although each of the uhi‘bs@/of the First Battalion/had trai;qed diligent-
1y, and as thoroughly, as the rest of the fegiment', and mﬁgg-in the pink of
oond'ition, there was no relaxing of training. This training did not, of course
indlude the type of work the men had performed in the steging area, but was
rather the informatiﬁ typo. Men were briefed as to what they eould expect
in this, the first conquest of a Japanese populwted and inhabited land. The
Intelligence repo;’;i: whioch were rolayed on to the men, gave the approximate
number of matives as some 400,000, some excellent maps were handed out for

(3) A, po &3 (8) A-8 D "A"} (5) A%, p. 5 & A8,
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the study of the typg of terrain that eould be expected. {6) The men were
told that thers werse poisonous snakes on this next landing=-step, among
which was the deadljr _Ha.bu. All ha_ndalshudder‘ad .a'b the report that -lepr osy
was p‘revéla.n’i:, and that nearly é.ll of the nautives were infected with e type
of diarfr:héa ‘or one of many other kinds of diseases, (7) Considerable imter-
o8t was arfoussd in the repofﬁ that the natives wore ari:-.l!-old oiviliza'bion;
but exiremefly primitive in their way of life, Such reports as the faet
that the heaviest resistance of the entire Pacidio ompﬂgnﬁas expacted,
because of1'tha\close proximity to the maih Islands of Japan, Wéceived
_ with gtern faces and tight lips, Aﬂ/a resul-b of this last bit of news, all
hands and the ehip's cOOkiijGI‘e prepared for the worst and knew in their
hearts that._this resistance would last from LOVE®DAY until the last Jap
was dead. (8) | |

| Too many of the intelligence reports were quite haszy, but were received
with dongidsrable sagerness. All of the rﬁen knew that there was a ghaye lack
| of ourremt information available and it was not unusual for the 'varioua_‘
platoon leaders to bs confrombed with the questlon," Any new dope, to-day?",

At last word was received by the Battalion commander, that LOVE-DAY

was scheduled to be Baster Sunday, April 1st, 1945. (9) A tenseness, octopus~
like in its embracement, gripped all hanrds. This, being Brokan only by the
semi-humorous! rémé,%k, " Tiig Apr"il Fool's Day, %00, Wonder if we'll got =
big foolin' "09) Weapons were checked and rs-checked. a1 other gear was
oarefully looked after, *bo make sure it was in the right place for instant
use, Each member of tha oom'bat team was as high spirited, yot grim, as a

~high spirited Purebrad jus-b bafore its first race.

| THE GENGRAL SITUATION — - : IRTRPIES

The Third Amphibious Corps ﬁnd-the Twarrbyz-Fourth Army Corps were to
atback abreast, on the west coast of the Island, directly opposite the two
 vital airfields, Yontan and Kadera. They were o 8eize and hold these points
(6) a~83 (7) A-6 & K-1 p. 40y (8) 4-85 (9) A-1, p. 45, A~2, p. 383 &

Ak, De B & A-B: {10) A~B, & A=~6.



against all enemy resistance. The Third Amphibious Corpe, consisting of the
Firet and 8ixth Marine Divielons ( the Second Division was in Army reserve) (11)
wag assigned the mission of taking and holding Yontan Alrfield. The Sixth

Divieion, on the north side of the sector of attack, wam 'é.ssigned Green

M‘/ mn’f Beaches, one and two, and Red Beaches, one y two, and three. The attack was .
q‘

et 'bo be made with the Fourth and Twenty-Second Regiments abreaat, and the

!."H}_‘M(!.U)' "‘-

';23:"1:;2‘;’1Twerrty-bliubh in Qorpe reserve, The 4th on Red Beaches and the Twenty-Second
R’ '31!.”-#-_';?; on Green, H-Hour, LOVE<DAY, was to be 0830, (120
| Each member of the Machine Gun Platoon of Gompany "B", First Battalion,
raceived the final attaolg\%ﬂ"'rf the stolcism which is prevelaut in the average
machine gunner, _
| With the meceipt of the final attack order, there wae also the issuance
; of the Battallon debarktion order, To explain in part; this is the order of -
! attack as 1t refers 1_-.0 the individual units leaving the mother ship prior to
- landing on-the beach, B0 arranged thet no cbmplo'be fighting unit is in any
::_ one emall boat. There may be, for instance, one platoon of riflemen and a
Esaction of machine gunrers mesigned to one type of landing craft., (lﬂ)
| Practiocé formationg were held to insure that each man on thg ghip -
krew exactly what boat he was to embark in, wiet time he was 1o come up to
the top=eide and on which side ﬁf_‘ the sh;'Lp he was to take his p‘lace. Every-
thing except {t.’he .\a;rl:u.al ;mbarking was 'practicad. Thie had been vracticed
time end time again, while in the staging area. This drill, prior o an
actual landlng, makes for a maximum of efficiency, with a minimum of con-

el 20

fusion. Thzrl: latter detall I1s one of the prime fmetors to be considered 1n !
an amphiblous operation. An excess of confusion and ddsorganization can
definitely affecf the proper, e:imooth., conrdination of the fighting team as

it prepares for its finasl action. One slip in the loading of the smallest

vesgel can unduly and unnecessarily highten the aMety of the parsdnnel

(11) A-3, pp. 386, 367, 369;,M§E "cJ; (12) A-1, p. 445 (13) A-6.



making the assault 24) .

The Cbmpany Commander, Company "B", charged the machine gun platoon
leader with the responsibility of assigning the various sectione of his plat-
oon, #0 that a maximum of suprort was equally distributed throughout the
Company. A general plan was suggested by the machine gun platoon leader and
subsequently presented to the Company Comman der, for the suggeste& employ~
ment of the "guns" and the distribution of the various crews,

The first swction,lunder contfal of Sgt. Cunningham, was to embark,
witﬁ their heavy machine guns, with the first platoon, in boat number twenty
six. The second section, with Corporal Blocmstrand in conbrol, was assigned
to the second pla{oon. While the third section was in support of the third
platoon, with Corporal Greenstein in comtrol. The Gunnery Sergeant of the
machine gun platoon, Gunnery Sergeant Bagwell, along with two rummers would
accompany the Goﬁpany Commander in his boat. The machine gun platoon leader
was told that he would bs with the second platoon in their vessel. (15)

Now that all arrangements wasre made and the pers mnel thornuchly brief-
ed , we were reoady frr the operalion, ‘

TRE_ATTACK

At Love minﬁs-threa heﬁrs, 0530, all hands were awake and listening
to the battle as 1t got undsrway., To several of the now ﬁ%n it was quite a
thrilling experience to hear the naval gunfire as.it lambasted the beach.
Several of the sarlier rirsrs saw the distewt hills of Okinewa fade into
obscurity aes the five, eight, fourteen and sixteen inch rifles of the navy,
blasted away at the Eupposed_stronghﬁlds of the enemy on the rapidly Sisa-
G

- ok i
P ¢

(.}:.'?":,.

: \ _ 1

High in the sky, an ocecasional glimpse could be had of thenMarine
1. !

ppearing beaches east of the ship.(16)

Fighter Wing, astﬁ¥*aropped bombs throughout the seet r of attack,
A surprising number »f the men aboard, marines that is, ate a hearty

(14) A-63 (1‘5) A~63 (16) A-1l, p. 45.
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broakfast of steak and egge with all the trimming_s, gle the prelimingry
strile was progressing. Even as lats as H minus thirty minutes, some nf the
personnel, ﬁho were later to make the landine, were so unconcerned about the
whole affair that they werae playing a few last sames of "Aeey-Ducy" and eribb-
agse, Perhaps it was a false air of braggadocio, who knows? Meybe it was only
to hide their true. feelings.of nervous amxiety.(l7) |

Finally, st 0830, in tho misty, smoke filled distance, one c¢nuld dis=~
carne tﬁe aciivity of small boats leaving the parent ship, sailing a short
distancoe, and thon start the seemingly endless cifcling which prededes the
final jumping off for the beach. Then a long, but staggered line of these
boats headed for their assigned besch areas. Men along the lbfe lines were
quiet, thoughtfil, and wondering what the near future held for those &n the
fivst wave. All hands tensely waited for the first teporis to come t» the
ship.

Then cams the astounding and unbslieveable news, “Little or no enemy
resistance on all beaches,are procesding inland toward Yontan Airfieid.".

A}_gppro;@mately 1000, 0; H plus two houfs, word wag received that the
28nd Méina.ﬂegiment, on the left flank of the Divislon sector had requested

foFj' that the 29th Regiment be releassd from Corps regerve and landed to protect

h.ci‘ \-ﬂlt‘
[
.?pétpi’ ;Ithelr left flank arsa later known as Zampa Misaki Peninsula. So, at 1230 the

]IAI }fd}

o [Flrst Battalion, 29th (not the entire Regiment) was released from Crrps

,H 5 gﬂ

;59 fjﬁ | and were landed at approximatsly 1500 on Love Day.(18)
e P

?:?‘y !

ACTION BEGINS FOR MACHTME GUN PLATOON
Thus began.the aeti-n of the Machine Gun Platoon, Company "B", First

Bu., 29th Regimont.

Upon hitting the beach under # low hanging smoks c¢louds, it was observ=-
od that our ~wm friendly tanks wege manusverine baek and frrih over the

distant .low hills and fqrm'landS. Many-airplanesﬁoould be sesr in the

(17) A=1, p. 453 & {}-ai (18) A=1, p.A7, A~&, Ds 5, A-7 p. 135 = -1,
LI R fooo e S| .
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vic.in:lty; of Yowtan and 'I:héy wore apparently engaged in blasting the enemy
Prom gtrony hald.'positior;s.

Black billowing clouds of smoke were heaviest over the eirfleld which
had been overrun by H plus one hour, whils the 22nd on the right had cap-
tured their objective by H plus twé hours, this being Castle Hillyand was

~actually the objectivé for Love plus two dayes.(1%) Without wasting one
minute of the remailning daylight hours, the First Battalion rapidly reor-

)y TR ganized, on the beach, and proeseded rapidly to the left flank of the 22nd

el o s f!ﬂ "

] Ll P e
{"?4/'?5?3"

"gharlie" company in babttalion reserve.
The Fii-st Platoon, “B" Company, with the first machine gun secticn
l““”*m?m; etbached, ogcupied the right sector of the company front, the Seoond Pla-
’wéal"’ 'boon was asslgned the left, and had the second seetion ﬁ-f machine guns
at'ts.ched. The third machine gun section was in Company reserve with the ’chind.
]pla:toon, and the sixty mortars brought up the rear. of the company.(zﬂ) b

. _’lgt Nre,
ENTIE ‘. ” ‘1,] TRIE &S BL(J oet B (Y5 J»;,r,f e FLL Il

’! Moving rapidly , for a D-{Love) Day speed, the Gompag;‘pushed north

toward the extremity of Zempa Misaki Pemnsula.(zl)

) '.-%"I‘"”fﬁ ; - An ordev had been received, sarlier, to drop and pilq,’ in a common

r‘::fj::\-" dumpy s All oxcoss items of equipment such as gas masks, extra rations, and

;pw""lcfz ;the heavy ma.chine. guns. It x;-:as thought that 'khé heavies would be employed
in .'l'.he initial landing in the event that the operation went bad for the in-
_: vading troops, thus they had been landed with the ecompany. Howeve. the

L o jlights followed closely and soon took the place of the heavier weap»ns in
4@1@ the rapid movement 4o follow.(22)
el THE

The move i " ang
i ;ﬂhf'r‘f ovement up the peninsula was unevemtful with very few enemy en%

oF T "'B“ onuntered :Ln the battalion mrea of advance. Thes . scattered few wors quickly
Beo7s Parcer WHEE &1 AT Ltlmﬁpgﬁﬁ-"

e LEFT. killed, and the company set up its defemse for tho nizht'.(23) Tt was decided .
LARKL 0F*

g by the Compeny Commander that he would utilize the heavy machine guns which

T t(lsg A~1, p. 473 (20) A-B; (21) A-1, p. 54, A~7 p. 133 (23) A~8;
vog < L0 (33) A8y A1, pe 54 ' ? ’ ’ ) A



o e
had followed the compan%— in the jeep trailer. Accompanying the Company
Commander on his recomaisance of the area to be defended on this, the first
night ashore, the machine'gun platoon leader discovered that the wain direc-
tion of possible assault of the position would eome from the south east, if
at all. The company having been organized intn a perimeter defense, he then
employed the guns on the flanks of the area, to adequatdly cover the low
rolling ground to tﬁe south-east . All twelve guns in the platoon were used,
Six heavies and six lights. Since there were nof adequete personnel to man
81l of the gune the crews were of necessity cut down, there being a gunner,
an assistant, and twe sawmmunition supply personnel assigned to each.
HRowever, by dawn of the an day, it was aprarent that thess elaborate
: plans had been futile in that there were no enemy in the irmediate area, The
heavy suns were re=-loaded into the Efailer and the company made plane to

continue, with the battalion and rejnin the 22nd Marines inland.

—-—

Informatiom was received on the morning of the 2nd of April, that

during the night and morning both the 4th and 22nd Marines had met with
resistance, suffering quite a few casualties and the.advance of the divi-
sion had Seen materially held up.{24)

Upon moving out from the ares occupied durine the night of the lst, it
was noticed that fhe terrain became rougher as proéress was mado toward
the left flank of the 22nd Marines ares of attack. This sectien extendsd

Dompai| (1 (“'“”7!)
inland from the small village of Naka Domar 'for a distance of about a mile

? T
nd a half. The area ascigned to the First Battalion, 29th Marines, was in

an extremely mountain-us, sparsely vegetatad,,deepiy ravined secti n of the
terrain.(25)

Raacﬁing the assipned seetor ofldafenne in the late afternoon of April
.End, another reconnaissance was made by “he Company Commander accompanied

by the mortar sectlon loader: «nd the machine gun platron leader. The area

{24) A—l, PP+ 51, 53; (25)'Map "Bf, A-8.,
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to be defended was on the forward slope of quite & high hill, and well up
on the s8ids of this hill, A roadway wound about the base of thé hill and
climbed ratﬁer steeply up between two hill messes, the other being toward
the wnorth of the position. Tt was not only an avenuwe of approach, for the
Japs from the north-sast, but was also the rrute used by the cﬁmpany in
reaching the area. Battalion headquarters was sstablished well up toward
the crest of the hiii, with Able and Charlie companies making up the re-
mainder of the perimster of defense for the night |

The firet platoon was deployed on the right of tﬁe company aron, the
second on left, with the third in reserve, in the general vicinity of the
company command post e The heavy guha had been brought up, and bacause of
the restricted area to be covered it was suggested by the machine gur pla-
toon leader that only they be used, with tho lights left with the third
plakoon atrthe CP in the event that they might be needed later. It was
furﬁher suggestad fhat the heavies bhe employed sﬁ that the right and left
£lanks of the company weore defended and the third.sectiwn set up in the
interval between the two platoons covering sectors both right and leit
forward of the company, perimeter, front; Bach of the pections was assign-
ad é soctor which made it possible for them to adequately cover the road
way, the reverse slope of the hill to the front. The dead spucos filled by
the autoﬁatic rifies of the two line platooms, By 1700 the guns were well
dug in, in position defilade, camouflaged, and alternute p&sitinns planmed
and dug. Word was passed to all hands to keep to'their fox holes after
night had fallen. The day's pess word wrag relayed to ever-ons, and as usual
if was one employing the use of as many of letter "I a8 possible. This
letter being difficult for the Japs to proncunce.(26)

At 1900 it was @iﬁk, all men were in itheir fox holes, the macﬁine gun
-platoon leader -was sﬁ%tionad,in his foxhnle, near the righ? flank of the

company area a few yards from the first section., This p sition was selected

(28) A-é.



bocause of the 1ik$lihmod of an attack coming from that direction, Norm-
ally, his position was at the compahy CP. Until apoproximately 2300, all was
quiet but from then on there was onﬁsiderabla excitoment. A whispered re«
port was given o tho platoon leader, by his runmer, that the section leader
of tho first section had heard a sound fimiliar to that of wen walking,
to the right front area. Keoning as close to the.groﬁnd 28 the seemingly
high silhovette of the body will permit, the plutoon leeder procaeded, om
his stomach, to the vieinity of the loft gun of the first section. When hé
was within five feet of the position of the gun, the loud burst of a hand
gfenade, -exialodinf.: to hig front eaussd him to remain as motionlsess and as
elose to the ground as he could got, Shortly after this, a short burst of
machine gun fire was directed in the direction »f the grenade burét. Rising
gquickly to his feet, the platoon leadsr rushed to tho nearest gun whispering
to the crew in a stage whisper t6 hold their fire. This, of course, after
having identified himself in a rapid menner. After a brief inquiry aes to
the situation, the platoon leader was informed that psrsons were heard
moving on the road.ﬁoward the machine gun pssition. No further movemsont
was heard., Both gunners of the section were eautioned to ho;g their fire
until they were certain of their tdrgets or unless the riflemen opened up

on clearly, recognizable enemy. The platoon leader then went to a slightly
defiladed area between the guns and lay down. Aboutb an hour and.a half
later, he was awakened by considerable noise and corfusion. Shortly
gfterward, several hand grenades expléded in rapdd successgion, aﬁd there
was heard the firing of Automatic rifles, M 1's, and carbines,. No machihe
gun fire was noticed at this time. Returning to the vicinity of the left

gun he inquired.aﬂ to what wes happening. fhe punner, Gorporal Bloomstrand (2 )
told him that there was somethins going on in the foxholes of the other
woapon of the sectinn, some ten or fifteen yards away. After fellins the men
t0 hold fire, the platoo; leader proceedead over to th.: other gun's vosition.

When nearly to the foxholss he heard low voices, a few grosns, and some

(27) A-5. '
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'gctivity. Avpproaching with much sautlon, he whispered the pass. word anq
shortly received an answer. He then got ¢lose enough {o faintly see what
was going on, in the véry dark night. He talked to the gﬁnner, who in-
- formed him that several Japs had sneaked up to the emp}acemsnt and attemp-
tod to overrun their peosition. Several of them had been killed, he thought,
and wevre. lying juét outside the foxholes. They had heen killed with carbines
and pi#tnls, he added. Upon asking where Sergeant Cumninghem{Sergeant William
F. Gunninghamf%ggfghe platoon leader was told that the Japs had killed him.
This had cccurred when the Sergeant was aftempting to reach the gun's pog=
ition and direct possible fire at the enemy. The machine gun platoon of
Gompany "B", lost one of its finest non-commissioned officers, and in doing
g0, suffered its first casualty ﬂf'this campaign:(%;;t was the only casualty
of the night, with s8ix of {he enemy being killed.,

Shdrtly=after the morning meal, on gpriilthird,iword was received
that the company was to eontinue ite mo;e t oward th§§north, on the west
side of Ishi-Kawa Isthmué?ﬂ%ha Battalion was to_méve a distance of ahout
a thousand yards and set up anothgr defenéivéfﬁ;sition. Tha assigned mieeion
wag to c¢lean out the angmy in the rugged area, If he could be conﬁacted,l
From the information received, it was apparent that the resistance con-
sisted of small isolated bands of leftovers. The major portion of the Jap ™ -
forces having moved to the south and t2 the north.(3l). However, before the
moye could bhe carried out, comtradictory orders were raceived.

It seems that intelligence had received information that the Japs
were going to attempt to land parmtroopers on Yontan Airfield, on the
night of April third.(32) o oﬁé in the First Battalion, 29th Regiment
worried much about it since they were of the opinion that sufficient troops
‘had been landed in the da¥e sinee the initial.landing to0 handle them._So'

the company preparaed to move owt as scheduled.
(28) a=53 (29) A-5; (30) A~¢, pp. 5=63 (31) A~3, p.361l; (32) A-7, p. 13, A-B,
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Just before 0900, Captain Lyle E. Specht, Commanding Officer of Gompany
"BY, memt down word, ¢ hold up preparati ns tonmove, and told all hands
to take it easy. He added that &s far as he knew the company would stay
in position that night, again..

The remainder[of the day was spent improving the positions, cleaning
the guné, and resting. Several reconnaisance groups were sent out shori
distances to search for and try to contact the enemy, but reports came
back that none were sesn.

At about 1730, the machine gun platoon leader checksd all gun positions
reminded the crews of several poiunts concerning the final protective line,
and went. to hié foxhole where he prepared for the nights' walting.

At 2000, all hands were aroused from their foxholes, and told to
be ready to move out in half an hour.

ﬁy 2020, the machine gun vlatoon was mustered on the road with light
machine guns awaiting orders from the platoon leader, They received orders
to march aﬁ rapid speed, with as few stops as possible to Yomtan Airfield,
set up a defensive area and stand by to defend it against énemy parachute
units. (33)

Bromptly at 2030, Cowrany "B", directly behind e guide furnished by
rear echelon headquarters, moved out with the first rifle platnon leading,
followed by company headquarters, the sacond rifle platoon, mechine platoon,
mortar section, and the third rifle platoon bringing up the rear, Battalion
headquartars followed Company "B", with Able ﬁnd Charlie Companies, re-
spectively in the column.

To further amplify the rapiditf of tﬁa@hmrch, the Battalion arrived
intact, at Yonpan Alrfield at approximately 2200, The distance eovered be-
ing about four miles, | |

WS Frim

¢
When approximetely a hundred yards from the airfield it was noticed

that there was considerable activity going on throughout the area., Be-

(33) A-7, p. 135 A-8.
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cause of the extreme darkness, nothing of thess activities coﬁld be seen.
No lights of any kind were permitted, and the unite were forced to design
- their respective defense areas in ns rearly total blaqkneas:aa can be im=
agined. Meny attompts wore made to dig iny but_the_asphalt of_the.landing
striyp made‘this_impessible. As an alternative the men'dug up paffs of the
lfield and consﬁrﬁctad foxholes above tpe ground, o
_Shortly-after boing assignaq an area for the defense, and putting
the machine guns in their placesj.the machine gun platoon leader ﬁaa in=
formad by the Gompany Commender, that tanks wore. going to be mov1ng up-
into the main lines and to have guldes ready to lead them eround the al-
.raady started foxholes, This accomplished within the -next twenty min-
utes w1thout serious mishap %0 ang of the persornel in the area. At 2330
all aotlvity ceased in bhe area, and bha troops ssttled down for the night (340
| It wae with considerable. surprise, that the men of Gompany "B grosted
v'dgy-bregk;[pn the 4th of April. As far as the eye pould see, it seemed@itrqops
on foot, and mgny:tanks wére_gcgupying the greaf Thé_first.Armored Arph-
bian Eattaliqn, hadiglsgibeeh,ordgreé to Yowban, to supplement the Firet
Battalion, 29th Regiment, in the nights' defense.(35) |
Also on this morning the men received +the happy surprise that prior
tp returning tp the defensive ares pccupied oh the third, they woere to
receive hot coffes and soup, and would be transported via-trucks to the
vae piue three Iiness
L4730 Pas H)*»f ' o
. Upnrn returning to the battali~n_nccupiﬁd_§_§a at 1130, 4 April, the
prsvious days pluns to continue the advance to the front we:o put into B
\F\dgv? action. Since small elements of the Battalion headquarters unit, Ghdrlfe
Té» comparny, and a ‘pletoon from Able company, had been laft to hold thé:Posrtlon
agalmst attack. Upon disembarking from the trucks,:infnnmathn-had heen dis=

eminated tha@_ahe night_of three April had bsen quiet with no ewnemy acti-

L

vity reported.

(34) A~B; (35) A~7, p. 13.
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Shortly after 1200 the Company wgs formed on the road and prepared_to
move ogt far the defensive area_planned_fnf that night. Reuching thq area
b 1700, thqjsame type of”defqnse_was sot up as for the previocus day, and
the unit gpent an upeventful night. _
Cn tﬁe following day the cdmpany moved at 0730 and at noon received .

tho word %hat the remainder of the 29th Regiment had been landed and moved

up to the Love plus four 1ines,,and that the First Battalion would rejoin
ithem on_fhe afternoen of 5 April,

~ Thus the driVe_up_Ishikawg Isthius continued with the 22nd Regimernt
on thé_left'followed by the 29h, and the 4th on th right of the Division
sootor. (36) . )
B 1700 on & April the advénpe had-reachedﬂa line extending from
Et;utabaru on the west coaét of the Peninsula, t°ﬁégf on the east.(37)
A defensive position was established and again the troops dug in. Gompanj
"B" wae located well on the ripht of the regimental sector, high up in the
rough terrain. Again_ﬁn this nighi, the machinalgun.platoon suffered cas-
walties, as well as the remainder Qf_the Cdmpah?;(éB)

Preceeded by the explosion of hand gremades and the fires of 'small
arms; an atteck made by & small band of Japs, was repelled. No machina”gpﬁ fires
ware lgid down bacggsé of the clear thinking of thé guuners in esﬁimating
the size of the aﬁtacking foree. However, several hand-tn-hand fights were
reported the following-day as well as ong in whieh the méchina gun platoon
leader becémﬂ engarsd. The attack came at approximately midnight, all hands
being alerted by the listering posts throwing their grenades. It was on
the right flank of tho company area, the onemy boing aboud twenty in streuth.

The first knowledpe the machine gun plat-on leuder ha@ that fhere
wers actually enemy forces near his foxhole was when a.Jap smelling like

o . o

they do,. leaped iutn the foxhole, He had 8 knife in hie hand, but was small

(36) A=1, p. 55; (3%B) Map "C "3 (38) A-5
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which was indicated by his weight as he closed with the platoon leader. As
had been his habilt, all during training and since bheing in this operaﬁion
the platoon lsader had sfuck his hulting knife, usually strapped to his
right log, in the bank on the side of his foxhnle, within sasy reach. He
quickly had 1t in his hand and prepared for the worst. The fight did not
last long, since the platoon leadsr outweighed the ehemy'nearly thirty pounds
and ended by the platoon leader slitting the enemy's throat. Hetthen rolled
the brdy out of the hole and waited for further attneck. None came, 80 ho crept
out of the foxhnle, and c¢rawled toward the n earest gun positi:n to lend
aasistance. By the tims he had idontified himself, tho action had ceased
and the enemy dispatched. thhing could be dqne for_the wounded on that night
because of the intense darkness. The following morning it was disgoverad
thet Corporal Grean;tein_had‘received ﬁ saber cub on the forhead which wus
auperficiul, Pyivate Charles W. Smith had his right ear badly chewed in
close fighting, and sévefal men, including the mechine gun platooh leader
needed new articles of clothing, which had bsen riprsed and out, by the
Jape .

The enemy were eoumted at ten dead énd three so badly wounded that
they died early the foliowing morning, Three msen in the first rifle pla-.
toon were killed and two others wounded. No_othér casualties wern report-
6d for the Comparny. New clothing was issued, and the Company preparsd to
move owt st 0830 on & April. _ _

Tha'Fifst Battalion had begﬁ_reléﬁved of ‘the inland responsib&liﬁy,
and was put iﬁ fagimsnﬁal reseryei Prpgwesa was much easier, throughout
ths entire secbor, as the Regiment moved up thé qorth-south roadway , an.the
west coast of the Isthmus, reaching the small hamlet of Chuda on the evening

of the Gth. Since the 22nd Regiment had precesded the 29th and cleaned

. ot . V.
out all resistance enroute, it wasAnecessary to sot up defensive positions,
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but a night watch was sef in each compapy’s area ag a securitynmeasure._
On 8 April, The 29th Regiment was committed to the task of cleaning
s (Fig g
out Motobu Poninsular., It was nn longer in Division resarve, aqut hag
been from its landing on Love plus one until 8 Apr;l. The 22nd continued
up the northern end of the isl_nd, to wipe out enemy resistance in thut
érea, and the 4th was hold in reserve to assist whers ever naeded.(BQ)
- Motobu Peninsula is aprproximately ten miles long and eight miles wide
at its widest point. Tt extends at right angles from the main islund in
a north~westerly direcﬁion. The-highast point on the peninsula,Mount
'Iaetake, extends upward, amidst.a large hill mass to - the altituds of
nearly fifteen hundred feet, and is located in the south central ﬁnr-
tion.of_Motpbu.(40) The avenus of approach to this sbtrong point was up"
deep ravires, until nearly to the crest of this highest pnint. Since the
snemy had the entire area set ﬁp in defensive perimeter of_Moupt Yaetake, &
%hey_ware virtually looking dawn_thefthrogts of the attacking forces

until the mountain was captured on 18 April.(41)

THE ATTAGK ON MOTORU

-

On April 9th.1945 the attack up Motobu Peninsula was started The
First Battalion, 20th Regiment, was to proceed up the Nago Itomo, Toguchi(%dﬁfLQ)
road cleaning out all enemy contacted in their zome of astion, The Second -
Battalion was ordered to proceed directly north, and to capture and neut%a—
lize the smell town of HEEEH’ which was a midget submarine base. The Third
Battalion Waé ordered ts proceed aiong the roadway on the southorn edge of
the Peninsuigr. They were to neutralize and vass through ‘the small towns
of Sugaf..Sakﬁncﬁobu;lHamasaki and to hold up at ?oguqhi. This aetion would |

I
give our Porces the gouthern nalf of the Peninsula, and an avenue of comm-

_unlcatlnn and BuPP1Y(4?)

(39) A4, D e; (40)] e "gj A- 1, D 595 A=3 D 372, A=2, Ps 3903
(4:1) A-Z, Pe 394', A= s Do 273. (4?) A-z’ e 391’ A= l’ Do 61,
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The first few hours -f the drive were uneventful for the Firet Batdalion
Company "B“_laading”with alamants_cf Able C9mpgpyuon jhe flankq,_anq'Chaf’rlie
Gompany in regerve movad;out along the road, The machine gqn platoon”was_'
held inﬁaot, with the mortars, behind“company Headquarters. Kight guns were
carried, because of the expectdd march.(43).

As progregs Wﬁs;ﬁﬂﬁ99-i#;waﬁuq“ite;nUti°§3b1°=th&t,@hﬂ terrain was rising
rapidly above that ih the vicinitylof the L plus 8 1ina, The roadway was
lﬁnhmproiedﬁand flanked on sither side by high_hills,.lt had mary curves. and
it was ﬁdted that it mpved generally up a na tural sorridor. At 1200 a halt
was called to eat the noon-day meal, and at 1300 the march was continued.

Shortly after 1400 the First riflg platoap of G0mapny "B" reported that.if
thers were enemy troops in a small canyon which was at right angles and south
of ths rﬁad. Word of this was sent to Battalion. A halt was called, and
the First Platoon, with a section of machine guns moved out to imtercept
the enemy , | B .

‘This f@rce turned out to be five Japs and they were quickly killed,
except for two who esecaped up intp.tha mountéins._Novothsrhregistanpe_wgs
met that day and the march epdedljust'befogs the town of Ttomd wgs‘reached;

A defensive position was'sat up, on the_ayailgble high éround. No
outguards were established, and no patrols were sent out. No one knew exact-
1y where the ememy was consentrated, but it was suspected that he occupied
the highest ground,

This proved true, when atﬁ;TOO, congiderable machine gun and scme mertar
gun fire was received by Company "B" in their bivouac area. The fire con-
tinved wrtil 1800, All hands were in foxholes, but several casuslties were
suffered. The Battalion Commandpr then, established outguards, which were
statloned at the obvious avenues of approach anrd on the high ground to the

rightand left.,
(4:3 ) A8
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After the abtack it was necessary for the machine gun platoon leader
to shift the gun positions so as to adequately cover the terrain.to the frowmt
and flanks as well as two obvious avenuss of approach which were trails
coming into the position from the ground on ths north.

Later thet night, three enemy, apparsntly out on patrol, werc killed by

“machine gun fire as they were coming down ons of the trails, The fire of the

gune immediately brought down ancther hail of enemy fire,. Tﬁi%'iésééﬁiwgg

guiekly taken to heart and until a "Banzai" attack laﬁar on, was not violated.

Rain began to fall at about 0330 on the 10th and by 0700 all hands
wore thoroughly sonked, cold and guike hisorabie. Small, wsl}‘obScured
fires were permitted for heating coffee and K rations which had been issued
r_the previﬁus night. Visibility was pnor; and the man_expacted to remain in
- position all day. However the order 4o pfapare t0 move out was regeived at
0800 an& oy 0830 the troops wers on the mo%e;

With Raker company in the leud, closely followed by Aﬁle_company
Battulion Headqu.rters and chﬁrlie G OMpPAaNy , the m rch was continueds The
dirt road was ndw s muddy, slippery, near river. Many times men féll and
" were helped by buddies tq regain footing. Progress was exbremely slow
the remainder of the morning. hj 1300 the enemy strucks |

The leading elements of Baker company had Just traversed an open field
which had a small stream running through it. A cement bridge, crude in

structure spared the water. Just as the First rifle platoon had orossed

this bridge heavy mqrtar and machine gun fire was rained on them, seemingly
only from the front «(44) |

| Ail handg took cover, wherever it was availahle.'Word was seﬁt to Able
Company Commander to proceed to the right and attempt an encircloment of.
the Qnemy'é?égank.ﬂy passing to the right of Baker company, they pro=
coeded toward a_small vallsy to +he right of the road. As they reached

(44) A~1, p. 62,
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the goneral bhase of their hillzit was noted thqﬁ_an inere.se of mortar fire
Wgs_deliﬁered by ﬁhe”énamy forces. Soon after this,.a_runnér from Able
company came sloughing his way to the company commander of Baker company with
the_request that the machina_guns‘ ofEaker company be moved up.tp the ;eft
flavk and fire on enemy poeltions. Thig\actioh was started with the machine .
gun platoon lender,- loading the platoon. Because of the fire received movement
was made up the small ereek, in knee desep ioy water, Just as a bend in the
" creek was reached heavy mortar fire fell right across the line of march.
it seemad tn cover the entire area tﬁ front.“Halting his platoop ?_t}pv
machine gun platoon ;gader sont B runner back to report the siﬁuation to
the Gompany_commander.;

Prior to the arrival éf the runner at Company headqua:ters, another
runner arrived wiﬁh the_mgsSgge_that:all tpOOps_werg-té pull back puﬁ'of
this area and prodeed back o the bivousc area of the previous night. -

This order proved to be difficult to carry_out..The mortar barrgges
and ooncentratinns became heavier, Nambu machine guns, and automatlc rifles
of EEE;;? callbre ‘had now entered the firing plan of the Japs.(45)

The retreat was started and the unite moved back down the road. As
they reached the ewbrance to the_vallay an_incraase_in enemy machiﬁe gun
fire wus recéived from south of the ra d. Leading elements were pinned

\

down. hhkes o husty e“%lmate of the 51tuation‘

Thé machine gun platoon leadef of Baker company gt up one pun on the
near nide of the figlds.of fire of the enémy'guns, He was asked whether
or not he could bring overhead fire %o bear on suspected enemy positisns,
up the ravine, whiqh were holding up our mcvement._By going up on to the
side'of the mountain on the left, cireling around and then back to the
road, the machine gun platoon leader was able tnt?mplaqe two guns in such

o

positions that they provided overhead fire forAretreating troops.

(45) A-1, p. 62, A-B. - ' o
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Under these pratactiﬁe fires, "ﬂ"_aﬁdl"ﬁ" Gompanies and Battalion
Headquarters were able to continue down the road, to return té%%fﬁdﬁad
oy area. It was not until the following day that #t was discovgred that
4¥§§ka one plgtpon of Able company;iﬁzaAgbﬁe into the hills t@ the south,#ecame

"‘E}L t seperated from the Battalion, and did net get hack until 0330 on the morning

i
éof 11 April.,
| Several casualties were sustained in the Battalion, bub no machine -
gunners were hurt,. Many weapons wors ldat,_including ons 81 mortar. It
was a disheveled outfit thet reached the bivouac area that evening.
‘:Raorganizqtion was conducﬁed énd the suprly officer furnished the

roquired weapons. |

A patrol was sent out the next morning to regain the 81 mortar .
This was accomplished and no enemy fire was received.

From 11~14 April, the Battalion remained in the general vicinity

(fune 22 _ '

of the L plus 10 iine, Timo was spenﬁ making patrols in a'circumferenca
of a thousand yards around this area. Company "BY, at this time, was
bivouaced on top of a hiil some sight hundred yards from Battalion, having
reached it by a series of daily movements. Severﬁl patrols,-with'attached
méchine gun sectious were sent out. Few enemy were contacted, but the

consolidated reports of these patrols set the enemys' position as on a

high hill mass in the south known as Mount Yaotake,

THE_ASSAULT_ON MOUNP YARTAKE

During this patr§1ling pericd, fire was raceived duily, from the snemy,
aj about OSOd and 1730, The_men_came:to expoet it and were thoroughly en-
trenchod-during_these hours. Every effort was made to keep in defiladed
arsas ~n the north_side of every small hill or rise iﬁ the gfound, even

though it sesmed that oftentimes fi-e was received from the north,
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| On 14.April'we_received-word that an attack on Mount Yaetake would

begin. The Becond Battalion'had.joined the First, and woere to assist in
the essault. Informatisn was received that thé_Fourth Regiment had

proceeded to an area between the towns of Sakimotobu amnd Toguehi, and

;j AL &r
(Q\i)f-\l?:\‘} "T’ar,,-, N BRI !«fl /ﬁ
with the Third Battallon, 29th Reglment were to assault from bhe south (46)

WB learnsd too, that Golonel Whallng had reldived Golonel Bleasdale as the
20th Regimental qumander.

By noon, on 14 April_the attack was under way., Gﬂmpanies "A" and. "B"
WoTo attacking up adjacent.corridnrs,_alqng trails out by the Japs. Flank
patrols wore ocut and the ridge between the u nits was adeguately covered.
ngn Comapgy.was Battalion ressrve.

_ Theréo millimeter morta;s wore sat up to deliver long range fires oﬁ
the hill masees t0 tho fromt. We learnsd thet there would be air support
on gall, and that the 105 and 155 Divisio£ Artillery guns would deliver
concemtrations, on call from the Battalion Commander.(47)

Due to the precipitqusngss of the ridges on either side of the route.
of advancegmovement was very slow. The machine guns were o be hgldlintaot
and used only for the defensgjdue to the limited rangés, and lack of fields
'.Of fiI‘B... o . | .

From 14 4o 17 gpril.the_advance continued. Each night a dofense was set
up and the higheﬁt terrain aveilable wus utilized, Sporadic enemy fire was
received constantly throughout this period, becoming heavier in the svenings
and early morning hours. Ab frequant intervals eneny perssnnol wers observod
1?%%&5%%)comparut1vely treeless, area o the front. It was at thess long
range, often appearing, targets that maghine gun flre was frequently dir-
aeted. GaSualtieSf;n the enemy,: were influcted d&ll}, as evidenced by observa=
tion through hinoculars du{lng flrlng perlods,gnd also by the unburied
enemy.daadjgggléégﬁéﬁiiiféﬁas was overrun by our forces.

(46) A=1, p. 633 A~4, .63 (47) A-B.
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Qur own forces were not immune to enemy fire,_as_wQSUindieated.by_the_fact
that the mechine gun platoon had been depleted from fifty six to thirty

rmober

two, during the perird 1-17 April, . J
,/to moft@r ‘tranaport, daily

Due fo the inaccessibility of the terrain
treks had to be made back to the fhttalion supply dump,;to obtain food and
amm?niyion. This procesdure was carried on, until 18 April, whon an air
drob of food water and ammunition wus made. All of the parachutes were re-
covered, évén thoﬁgh th@ epemy_ﬁhose that numwr& tq open :;re. Howevgr,
following the drop,Marine fighter:pilots.and medium qubérs,”came in.
They straffed and bombed the enemy positions gnd sévsral Napalm bombs._
were drobped, which not only sert the enemy iwto their holes , but scraened
the mourtain from observation for hours, Tﬁase aircraft also releused'many
rockets at_the.prepared caves which could be seen all bver”Mount Yaetake.
| The caves had been in_eviﬁenqe_for days, as binooulars had been used
to direct bbth mortars end long range machine gun fire, at the enemy strong-
hdld’ S _ o _ ; _ ‘L

On 18 April,1945 having sacured'ths afaa leading up toXéQEithe.hill mass

Fo

just south east of Mount Yastake, the Battalion Gormnander propared (o @67
Y 4 At
(ordlnate)an ail1;u£ﬂé%£;;£:;i¥£)dﬁi£;(of the 4th Regiment on the south and
wost, and the Second Rﬂwalgon on the north. o
The'attaqk was 1aunchad at 0830, following e heavy artillery barrage

and then an alr strike. Company's "A" And “B" were abreast, as usual,. and
Company "Cﬁ_in reserve firing ovorhead machine gun and 60 mortar fire. The
machine guns of Company “B" left on the hill mass south eact of Mount
Yaetake era_on the flanke of Company "B" and had the mission of firing
overhead covering fire for the advancing troops. Their fire was coordinated
with that 0? nat Gompanys' machins guné, firing a similiar mission. If #11
wont well, the two machins5gun units were to displace forward as their fire
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was mashed by the advancing trﬁop_s.' o _ _

By 0845 *_the' valley between the two hill masses had been reached by
”{:hq _rii_‘lt?s platoons. _I'b was at this timel ;bhat_‘th_e_a eveny Ope_ngd__pp wit_h_ overy-
thing they had. The machine gun platoon leador gave the. command o open
fire, and & few minutes later there was a blinding flash, & loud roer and
the machine gun platoon leader fell wounded, on the head neck and oln' other
parts of the upper bodye The blow on *t;he'-‘masa.c]._,r by flying fragments of an
exploding mortar shell, knocked him unconscious. Some hours later, he re-

galned cops_cious_ngsg in the Battalion aid center and was afterward evacuated

$0 the Division hospital located at Nagos

ANALYSIS AND ORITIGTSM
In sunmi‘ng up these nparatj.o_ns _of the sma_ll uni_t- working in conjungt_ion
with Ierger unite, T am fimly convinced that wars are a series of small I,:.:;._Q,.,I.Jﬁ,'
unit vic‘l:ories combined,’ eventually tpget}:;er-:)-bo_ make the overall vietory
‘tnplote, Each individual is held responsible for fighting his best and maine
'I:g.in_ihg gvery inch of ground he stands on, E_veii though a unit may be forced
to withc_iraw,l this can be a.occmplizllahed with the thought tﬁa‘b the ground will

-

)

. |
waste of 1ife during this period, other:thah the average incurred apd__suffergi v

be recovered tomorrow, It was never observed that there was any emeesslve

e
Py

ed in all wars, No particularly outstanding achievements were acccmplished
obher, thon the fact that against the terrific odds of the enemy comtinually
qccupyi,ngl higher ground, the-gﬁi:_ts made rapid progress, I noted, throughout .
this period, thet all men maintained the fire discipline which had been teught
. in training, _e;;cept in a -f'ew_. isolated __caises, Our supplies followed us c'lo'sely
evqr;_fi;d .th_é airedrop in the high ground, and we were never without small arms
ammunit 1one |

By way of cri-[:iq‘ism, it was noted that there hg.d__been_ insufficiemt train-
ing in retrograde movements,., It is certai'hly with distaste, that the Marine
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views this angle of combat tacties., but such situations as that confronting
the First Battalion Gommander, will sontinvally arise. To be pvepared for
these comtingencies is to be able to fight the next day. _

I also noticed, that, during this perod, there was a minimm of night
patrolling carried out. This, I beldeve, was a mistake in that the enemy's
posi'biona oould have been located prior to daylight movemert and.thus pre=
elude the_ppssibilitjr of excesalve losses .. Since it had sarlier been deter=
mined that the bulk of the enemy forces were concentrated in the hill masses,
it was ovident that he might send out some observation patrols to keep somtact
_v._r_i'!:h our forcers Had we sent out counter ﬁatr-o_ls y the defeat of the enemy may
have re_sultéd sooner and with less loss of life ’ipcurred_.

There was ;insuffip'ient information as '!;6 the_a_ tarrain_availa‘ble for genert{\ 1
dissemimation +to the troops. Perhaps it was unobtainable, but the terrain on
Okinawa was o much different from that of the}training area, Guadaleanal, that |
much of the training was x_-_:aé j%ed. A _batter_ _aeigct_ion weuld have _hgen_the ._I_sland
of Oghuy in the _Hawai_iah group, whose terrain features are grastly similiar

o that of Okinawa.
| I..ESSONS ‘

Some of the lessous learned, by me, in this operation are listed belows
‘5 l. A tigh“b, 1ndividual unit, par:unater defense, tied in with a series
gélof other six_n_:ilar defenses of adjacevrh unrbn, is the ,only praghicable type
iwhlch can be. emplcxed in- rough Tuggedy. mounta.mous terra.:l.n. .

2+ Machine guns, when employed in 'bh:.s type of {errain, can best be

PR AT

| _used to fire 1ong-range, overhead flre, and to interdlct poss:.bla avenues of

_ a.pproach to the unit aren.

iy AFEC

3.}__ It i—?_,__?_s_??_?’_h_,?;a_]; that patrols, especially night patrols, be employed
when fi_gh-ting in mountainous. terraine

4, Unless -l:.he enemy 1a.unches an a.ttaok, 11‘. bes‘b not 'to fire machine guns |

[o—
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at night, bacauae of the faot tha‘t the flunks of our own pos:rb:.ona are thus
ey A . .
dlsclosed. : A S _ o ‘ o

_ 5 After observing the anemy s movements it was brought forclbly home, £

f';}
T - that the safost place fﬂr trOOps to move is not on the skyllne, but the slopos
of the hills.’
B¢ It was learned that any plan must be flexible, this was shown by the
rapid adv;;;;h;;fgiiwgnlts on La;e-Day, whi;;.;ééglféguiﬁ the early relesse of
| the 29th Regiment from Corps reserve.
Lg{j’ '_ - Te It was 1earred that an aocurata estlmaﬁe of the situdtion is invaluable
P et e e ] o
;“E;yj_ to the Gommander, and without ﬁhis ability hlS troops will suffer..uwﬂ o
0 |
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